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Odds & Impacting Millions
Charlotte De Brabandt is a world renowned speaker from Switzerland who
has worked in numerous industries alongside household names, now
Charlotte speaks all around the world and works with highly motivated
individuals and...

Charlotte De Brabandt is a world renowned speaker from Switzerland who has worked in numerous

industries alongside household names, now Charlotte speaks all around the world and works with

highly motivated individuals and helps them thrive in this new digital world as well as master their

mind. She’s a published author, TEDX speaker, Megawatts 30 under 30 winner and is now exploding

into the motivation and personalized coaching space. This past Labor Day weekend we had the

chance to sit down with Charlotte and ask her all about her successes, struggles, her future and most

importantly, her mindset.
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Hey Charlotte, before we dive into everything, can you explain who you are, where you’re from and a
brief background of yourself?
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I am half Swedish and half Belgian. I went to a british boarding school in the swiss alp on top of a

mountain: Aiglon College in the French part of Switzerland and spend the last years in the German

part of Switzerland.

I studied my Masters at University College London and London Business School in London/ UK in the

field of Technology Entrepreneurship.

I grew up in Europe and lived in China and the US.

I am an internationally educated, multilingual graduate with ample work experience in the

procurement, business strategy and technology world. As a result of my degree in Management and

Marketing, additionally Engineering, my high motivation and eagerness for steep learning curves,

which is reflected by high academic achievements, make me a suitable candidate for the

management industry. I am also constantly growing my entrepreneurialism and commercial focus

Dog videos lead to jail for Naples woman
(https://www.abc-7.com/story/31538074/dog-videos-lead-
to-jail-for-naples-woman)

March 22nd, 1∶13 PM EDT

Mark Sievers found guilty of first-degree murder
in wife's 2015 brutal killing
(https://www.abc-7.com/story/41408447/mark-sievers-
found-guilty-of-firstdegree-murder-in-wifes-2015-brutal-
killing)

VFXJOSH Takes World by Storm as the Hottest
Up-and-Coming Visual Effects Artist and
Director
(https://www.abc-7.com/story/41408301/vfxjosh-takes-
world-by-storm-as-the-hottest-up-and-coming-visual-
effects-artist-and-director)

14 hrs 7 mins ago

Three dead, including gunman, in shooting at
Pearl Harbor
(https://www.abc-7.com/story/41408850/gunman-dead-3-
injured-in-shooting-at-pearl-harbor)

Shipping container homes being built in Lehigh
Acres
(https://www.abc-7.com/story/41396726/shipping-container-
homes-being-built-in-lehigh-acres)

https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CNtFKjvvoXaDMKcPA7gPwjZEI8-zswVqM7rrL9wmY6OvxuRYQASC6iPslYLnowoDYAaAB7em5ogPIAQbgAgCoAwGqBKwCT9AG9XQ__d74eWtrEzcagK_j15xW7lfh5EGPVIA8U5qO9YL6gDLuDl5wy0DAUvcwKSro2JJOf8QYUJDylFRg4nsfu5fBJ0MDMEWtqBxSTPsM8FrTirMswW03rJzv1qOVnihDLS5Noun7DW2UuW-wEHPZTcsMgmLHrla-7U3AUwxuPINtDVFf0EjH3mse-Ynvg66Qe7XjrCzLKoqZXSdk-yhgzNisP2mbq3x4Lk6bJZJJdGG_hCGFCLgGI_a1toIbvF4OMUenUg6jmrSv4FSwa4O-qHknkYpbKUJTPuvV4xOcrPWInoSrHQprrhYx65Z2lj1TV8MtKv0QbETyYD4KMBzVB3I3mFMmd3oEEJgj171ajRikNnivI2tkM7TO3eVIxTICHKyxM54-24sVwASnhd24lgLgBAH6BQYIJRABGACgBjeAB4Wx3qEBqAeOzhuoB5PYG6gHugaoB9nLG6gHz8wbqAemvhuoB-zVG6gH89EbqAfs1RvYBwHACAHSCAkIgOGAUBABGB3yCBthZHgtc3Vic3luLTU4Njk3Mzg4MTM4NDc1NDOACgOQCwPYEww&num=1&cid=CAASPeRoGTTu556eBxod7Qssd8RxFiJhzvAwMlg-GGXX-QdSJ7lccm8VylrT93p02OLmYKHQJwQecFMuVEzKD2E&sig=AOD64_3IH4-4E2WjegbwnND9q_bOVrX2fw&adurl=https://www.udemy.com/blender-279-complete-training-from-beginner-to-pro/%253Futm_source%253Dgdn%2526utm_medium%253Dudemyads%2526utm_campaign%253DROW-GDN-DRT-DYN-SRT-30-CartAbandonWishList-EN-ENG_._ci__._sl_ENG_._vi__._sd_All_._la_EN_._%2526utm_content%253Ddeal8830%2526utm_term%253D_._ag_74744021671_._ad_374941896394_._kw__._de_c_._dm__._pl_www.abc-7.com_._ti_aud-771453809688_._li_1001068_._pd__._%2526matchtype%253D%2526moon%253Drhea&client=ca-pub-6042373951237502
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CNtFKjvvoXaDMKcPA7gPwjZEI8-zswVqM7rrL9wmY6OvxuRYQASC6iPslYLnowoDYAaAB7em5ogPIAQbgAgCoAwGqBKwCT9AG9XQ__d74eWtrEzcagK_j15xW7lfh5EGPVIA8U5qO9YL6gDLuDl5wy0DAUvcwKSro2JJOf8QYUJDylFRg4nsfu5fBJ0MDMEWtqBxSTPsM8FrTirMswW03rJzv1qOVnihDLS5Noun7DW2UuW-wEHPZTcsMgmLHrla-7U3AUwxuPINtDVFf0EjH3mse-Ynvg66Qe7XjrCzLKoqZXSdk-yhgzNisP2mbq3x4Lk6bJZJJdGG_hCGFCLgGI_a1toIbvF4OMUenUg6jmrSv4FSwa4O-qHknkYpbKUJTPuvV4xOcrPWInoSrHQprrhYx65Z2lj1TV8MtKv0QbETyYD4KMBzVB3I3mFMmd3oEEJgj171ajRikNnivI2tkM7TO3eVIxTICHKyxM54-24sVwASnhd24lgLgBAH6BQYIJRABGACgBjeAB4Wx3qEBqAeOzhuoB5PYG6gHugaoB9nLG6gHz8wbqAemvhuoB-zVG6gH89EbqAfs1RvYBwHACAHSCAkIgOGAUBABGB3yCBthZHgtc3Vic3luLTU4Njk3Mzg4MTM4NDc1NDOACgOQCwPYEww&num=1&cid=CAASPeRoGTTu556eBxod7Qssd8RxFiJhzvAwMlg-GGXX-QdSJ7lccm8VylrT93p02OLmYKHQJwQecFMuVEzKD2E&sig=AOD64_3IH4-4E2WjegbwnND9q_bOVrX2fw&adurl=https://www.udemy.com/blender-279-complete-training-from-beginner-to-pro/%253Futm_source%253Dgdn%2526utm_medium%253Dudemyads%2526utm_campaign%253DROW-GDN-DRT-DYN-SRT-30-CartAbandonWishList-EN-ENG_._ci__._sl_ENG_._vi__._sd_All_._la_EN_._%2526utm_content%253Ddeal8830%2526utm_term%253D_._ag_74744021671_._ad_374941896394_._kw__._de_c_._dm__._pl_www.abc-7.com_._ti_aud-771453809688_._li_1001068_._pd__._%2526matchtype%253D%2526moon%253Drhea&client=ca-pub-6042373951237502
https://app.alertme.news/widget-lp/87?url=https://www.abc-7.com/story/41001450/charlotte-de-brabandt-overcoming-adversity-defying-all-odds-impacting-millions&type=data-alertme-banner&new_window=false
https://www.alertme.news/follow.html?ref=87%257Chttps://www.abc-7.com/story/41001450/charlotte-de-brabandt-overcoming-adversity-defying-all-odds-impacting-millions%257CCharlotte%2520De%2520Brabandt:%2520Overcoming%2520Adversity,%2520Defying%2520All%2520Odds%2520&%2520-%2520ABC7%2520News%257C124e4fd2
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjssQfOux-oUw7tbZvNl1n_lDojgAPhrGcH1AnLRV5YiB9hy3Y61l_jrDQ4y8-HbV7emgzc_HV51rHulVCPn_Jw9q6um9571dvtsJqBCjXz7pmeV5PmmJEKpR7R42OuIx-T2YUpfkT24EpcoI3AsQtFlKFwA65LjbyPhufOBfwSuBaMkJ3HeoOZvL7xCJCx0glE6VJtQOmIOi9GCLNEUIE2zHWYigQLPXCSZZUc1uc84RJVTLVSr5BgTNTj2e6iDnu15e7H8fyvIQkwFJX8Sof9oetTAztEe-LmQ&sai=AMfl-YSpR_uONftJKBUTleiK4f6hn_8SGETBNxNDNIkuSEqdqDdqS8fAqccWJAo3s6Qmrqa6zFg731eOp6CRtlNQCk8wsXhCSRjgiToatsjxYABSgzlvLf_fdvspTC5Oywlg&sig=Cg0ArKJSzCZSwZnPMwNp&adurl=https://www.achievacu.com/Home/Locations%253Futm_source%253DNBC-ABC%2526utm_medium%253DNBC-ABC%2526utm_campaign%253DNBC-ABC
https://www.abc-7.com/story/31538074/dog-videos-lead-to-jail-for-naples-woman
https://www.abc-7.com/story/41408447/mark-sievers-found-guilty-of-firstdegree-murder-in-wifes-2015-brutal-killing
https://www.abc-7.com/story/41408301/vfxjosh-takes-world-by-storm-as-the-hottest-up-and-coming-visual-effects-artist-and-director
https://www.abc-7.com/story/41408850/gunman-dead-3-injured-in-shooting-at-pearl-harbor
https://www.abc-7.com/story/41396726/shipping-container-homes-being-built-in-lehigh-acres
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsscHuymGN7wXfUtOgOCrveL2B3J9bJUukkQPsjMDVnGiyYy9twgJdvaC88mOMscw9Gl7MtlyYIsliyZ-SH8UufMxUUm-UJYFAvh3MQNLWgfpPb7UItOrhf_FGrKrnnzIfuNMPsIR0w8SIbcls_mQLb4XURvegyfnOtafp4Mpiy4KdM_oXM2pK-DqfYdDCJiiFz2HetbIzDqZnR7CjtO8hefmW2CJC1aXhzvba5CAnr_neg7KoEJfCM1NAaa19ske69PRTrsBGsdhocm9Vo&sai=AMfl-YTzms8e60Xb4tJwXN01PAdwguDP0qfJIB2uRcoXJZ1no2tuPqFtR6agHEtNgI1T1lPw9toaDQW4eWuynDgsg2wr6gm-8THAhvjruwWjwG1oJR6W_GE5yQYETDV3nAom&sig=Cg0ArKJSzHazzauC1MCt&adurl=https://www.serviceexpertsftmyers.com/advantage-program/heating-and-air-conditioning%253Futm_source%253Dwbbh%2526utm_medium%253Dbanner%2526utm_campaign%253Dq4%2526utm_content%253Dadvantage


05.12.19, 13:44Charlotte De Brabandt: Overcoming Adversity, Defying All Odds & - ABC7 News

Page 3 of 10https://www.abc-7.com/story/41001450/charlotte-de-brabandt-overcoming-adversity-defying-all-odds-impacting-millions

and I am able to demonstrate this by the experiences I have gathered from numerous business

competitions, keynotes and publications, which equipped me with strong team player abilities and

resilience in high-pressure situations. My focus has been public speaking to inspire our generations.

What’s new? What have you been working on recently?

With my corporate experience and career development, I have now been specializing in my

continuous learning how to THRIVE in this new technologically advanced world. The future is not. I

have been speaking globally and producing videos in the field of innovative technologies and

learning how to use them, educate talents on the upcoming technologies instead of letting them use

us.

The future of human possibilities: let the force of your mind take control.

Creating a new powerful world helping people increase their conscious so they’ll be able to use

technology to its greatest advantage instead of letting technology use them.

It is all based on continuous learning: As Bill Gates said: “Most people overestimate what they can do

in one year and underestimate what they can do in ten years.” This statement has truly urged and

inspired me to question, have I set myself the right goals over the next few years. Have I found my

purpose in life and am I surrounded by the right people?

Right-goals

We all receive formal education during our studies, whereas life education only happens afterwards.

We always feel that we can create change more quickly by impetuously acting rather than patiently

climbing the ladder step by step. When these add up, we gain momentum and that will affect change

in the future for us. Tony Robbins said that setting goals is the first step in turning the invisible into

the visible. Write down your short and long-term goals in order to stay focused.

Continuous learning needs direction. Look at yourself in 5 years’ time and where you want to be.

Setting goals may not always happen easily, you need to dig down deep to find out what makes you

happy. This will strengthen you and grow your self-awareness.

Purpose in life

To find your purpose, you need to know your goals, otherwise, you will just get lost. Finding your

purpose at the beginning of your career may not always be easy. Everyone has its own pace in life to

achieve their goals, therefore don’t let anyone rush you into your decision and the next steps in life.
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We are usually being told and given the recommendations which steps and path to take. However, I

think that in our modern times, we need to be more flexible. Not everyone has the same success story,

received the same education, knew what they loved, and it may take them longer to find passion and

purpose. You may look at some of your friends and may think that they are ahead or behind you,

therefore, be patient and let the next steps unfold according to your timeline. It is more important to

create your own purposeful and fulfilling lives.

Right people

Are you surrounded by the right people and are you influenced by the right people? You are the

average of the people you surround yourself with. You need to spend time with people who have the

same goal and also people who have achieved that goal and turned it into a routine.

You’re a TEDx speaker, you’ve spoken alongside some inspirational thought leaders, what was that
like speaking to thousands of people alongside some heavy hitters?

I speak out of passion and through my heart. It all started back in Germany I was hosting the World

Culture Festival and speaking in front of thousands of people. We had 55 nationalities attending.

In 2017 I was part of the organizing committee and the host of the biggest TEDx to date in

Switzerland on Professions of the future, since then I peak to all groups on a very frequent basis.

That’s amazing, I recently saw you also were just awarded the Megawatt 30 under 30 award.
Congratulations! What was the experience like?

I was very humbled being selected as the first European ISM 30 under 30 Megawatt winner in history

because it enables me to excel in my career means a lot to me.

I would like to be a Role model for a servant leader. By learning and taking responsibility and adding

value to people’s lives. Being inspired to inspire that makes me more complete.

You’re also a published author, yes? What books have you published and what are they about?

Yes, I am publishing a whole book series on negotiation with one of the most renowned publishers

from Germany at the moment!

https://www.springer.com/us/book/9783658272388

(https://www.springer.com/us/book/9783658272388)

Negotiation for everyone: A guide for successful negotiations

In my second book, I am a contributing author talking about the negotiation of the future:

https://www.springer.com/de/book/9783658265595

(https://www.springer.com/de/book/9783658265595)

My third book will arrive in 2020, specialising in negotiation for leadership.

Communication and negotiation will be essential in the future:

In my opinion, good communication is the most vital asset you need to have to be successful in

business. My father always told me that languages are the most powerful tool to complete a

successful negotiation to aid good communication. I can say for a fact that he abides by this rule. He

doesn’t even travel without knowing a few words at least of the language of the country where he is

travelling to.

https://www.springer.com/us/book/9783658272388
https://www.springer.com/de/book/9783658265595
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With 8 billion people in the world, there are roughly 6,500 spoken languages in the world today.

However, about 2,000 of those languages have fewer than 1,000 speakers. The most popular

language in the world is Mandarin Chinese. There are 1.2 Billion people in the world that speak that

language.

Did you know that only 5 % of the world will speak English as a first language by 2050 and only 13%

of the people around the world speak English? 87% Don’t.

I believe, companies lose so many customers a year by not being able to communicate properly with

each other and there are often misunderstandings. What can we do? I wrote the negotiation books to

bring the ease of good communication to our talents and different generations.

Important is that we never lose the capability to communicate with one another – at an intelligent

quotient (IQ), love quotient (LQ) and also on an emotional quotient (EQ) level. Check out this video

where Jack Ma, the founder of Alibaba talks about this new quotient at the world economic forum.

What businesses have you worked under and what did you learn during your experiences with those
companies?

I worked on three continents in five different industries

* Procurement:

10 years

* Industries:

Automotive

Innovation Technology > IT/Software -> Mobile communication

Timepieces

Medical devices, Pharmaceutical, and Consumer goods

* What Skills I learned:

Building High Performance Teams

Disruptive innovation process implementation

Third party manufacturing – Technology, Automotive, Watch, Medical devices,

Pharmaceutical and Consumer goods industry

IT Hardware/Software, Telecom, Travel, Meetings & Events, Admin Services legal,

contract management

Supplier Development, Sourcing and Collaboration; Supplier Relationship

Management

Project Management

Microsoft Dynamics

SAP

Salesforce

* International Procurement experience in:

Asia (China)

EMEA (Euro Zone, UAE, United Kingdom & Switzerland)

US
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For someone as young as yourself to see so much success at such a young age what is next for you?

I reference that by 2050, 60% of the global jobs won’t exist anymore and will be replaced by new

jobs. Looking to the future, I see myself grow in the industry. I would like to stay in the corporate field

and climb the career ladder. I realised the higher I am the more impact I can have on people’s lives. I

will also expand in the field of keynote and public speaking. I get highly inspired by people, we are

social animals and need communities around us. The more I get inspired, the more I would like to

inspire.

What is your mission? What is the why that things that drives you high energy personality?

At the beginning of our career, we are usually being told and given the recommendations for which

steps and path to take. We must study this in order to become that or work for this top institution. At

this age we should get married or buy a house. In 10 years time, our life will be set.

I think though, in our modern time, we need to be more flexible.

Not everyone has the same success story. Not everyone went to university or graduated at a certain

age. Not everyone knew what they loved and it may take them longer to find passion and purpose.

Everything in life happens according to our time, our clock. You may look at some of your friends and

may think that they are ahead or behind you. But everything happens at their own pace.

BE PATIENT.

Jack Ma started Alibaba with the age of 35, Morgan Freeman only got his breakthrough at 52 or

Virgin started by Richard Branson started at 34. So take your time and you will receive maximum

success. Don “t let anyone rush you with their timelines. Because as Einstein said, not everything that

counts can be counted and not everything that`s counted truly counts. I want all of us to create

meaningful, purposeful, fulfilling lives and learn how to use that to create impact and make

meaningful lives for others. That will be true success.

What are two lessons you want to leave our readers with today that helped you achieve the success
that you have had?

My advice will be passion and proactiveness:

Two main factors that are helpful is being passionate about my work in what I do and being

proactive and ambitious in solving problems. This helps me to learn how to solve difficult challenges.

It is important to reach out to the stakeholders and getting the information, rather than just waiting

for it.

Continuous learning and adapting to new technologies is very important. We live in a world where we

cannot only study this topic and assume that it will be enough for the next 20 years. Important to

constantly want to learn and automatically you engage with the people, topics and maybe get the

opportunity to also have an impact in people’s lives, company and create global impact. Being an

early adopter, recognizing trends and being open towards new technologies which may play an

important role in the future.

Surround yourself with people that push you to do and be better. Set higher goals and higher

vibrations. Good times and positive energy, bring out the absolute best in each other.

How can people get in touch with you?

IG: @charlottedebrabandt

LinkedIn: Charlotte de Brabandt
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What are the daily habits that are consistent and allow you to be successful?

– I wake up early,

– Make a to do list of accomplishments, write things down;

– Read a quote every morning to focus my mind – sort of meditation;

– Listen to your body – taking rest when needed.

How do you manage your success?

Patience – trust in yourself – climb up the mountain takes time

Surround yourself with positive people

Never give up – okay to fail

Stay authentic

Open communication

Work hard – when you’re out partying, others are working – You cannot climb the

ladder of success with hands in your pockets.

Giving back
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of a Kind with This Trip
Inspiredot

(https://trends.revcontent.com/click.php?
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Forecast: Thursday starts chilly
again
(https://www.abc-
7.com/story/22210389/forecast-weather-
fort-myers-naples-cold-front)

Three dead, including gunman, in
shooting at Pearl Harbor
(https://www.abc-
7.com/story/41408850/gunman-dead-3-
injured-in-shooting-at-pearl-harbor)

Mark Sievers found guilty of first-
degree murder in wife's 2015 brutal
killing
(https://www.abc-
7.com/story/41408447/mark-sievers-found-
guilty-of-firstdegree-murder-in-wifes-2015-
brutal-killing)

Vanessa Bein

Two Lee County students
suspended for threatening gun
violence over Snapchat
(https://www.abc-
7.com/story/41408984/two-lee-county-
students-suspended-for-threatening-gun-
violence-over-snapchat)

Geoff Harris

Real-life Grinch steals Christmas
decorations ahead of LaBelle's
Candy Cane Festival
(https://www.abc-
7.com/story/41408517/reallife-grinch-steals-
christmas-decorations-ahead-of-labelles-
candy-cane-festival)

Zach Barrett

NATIONAL BUSINESS 

The Nintendo Switch just had its
best weekend ever. Here's why
(https://www.abc-
7.com/story/41410706/the-nintendo-switch-
just-had-its-best-weekend-ever-heres-why)

9 mins ago

Another big luxury deal may be
brewing
(https://www.abc-
7.com/story/41410388/another-big-luxury-
deal-may-be-brewing)

1 hr 9 mins ago

4 Consumer brands that came
back from the dead
(https://www.abc-7.com/story/41410634/4-
consumer-brands-that-came-back-from-
the-dead)

24 mins ago

Takata airbag fault forces recall of
another 1.4 million vehicles
(https://www.abc-
7.com/story/41410151/takata-airbag-fault-
forces-recall-of-another-14-million-
vehicles)

2 hrs 24 mins ago

Viacom and CBS are now the
same company. What's next?
(https://www.abc-
7.com/story/41409242/viacom-and-cbs-are-
now-the-same-company-whats-next)

6 hrs 39 mins ago

(https://wzvn.api.franklyinc.com/category/303403/abc7-
mobile-apps)
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5 Things to know for December 5:
Impeachment, George
Zimmerman, sex assaults, measles
(https://www.abc-7.com/story/41410334/5-
things-to-know-for-december-5-
impeachment-george-zimmerman-sex-
assaults-measles)

1 hr 24 mins ago

A second Chicago police officer is
on desk duty after video of officer
slamming a man to the street
(https://www.abc-7.com/story/41410118/a-
second-chicago-police-officer-is-on-desk-
duty-after-video-of-officer-slamming-a-
man-to-the-street)

2 hrs 39 mins ago

A US sailor opens fire at a Pearl
Harbor shipyard days before the
anniversary of historic attack
(https://www.abc-7.com/story/41409932/a-
us-sailor-opens-fire-at-a-pearl-harbor-
shipyard-days-before-the-anniversary-of-
historic-attack)

3 hrs 39 mins ago

3 Georgetown basketball players
are accused of burglary in civil
complaints and 1 is no longer with
the team
(https://www.abc-7.com/story/41403398/3-
georgetown-basketball-players-are-
accused-of-burglary-in-civil-complaints-
and-1-is-no-longer-with-the-team)

December 4th, 12∶33 AM EST

7 People have died in San Diego
from a flesh-eating bacteria
associated with black tar heroin
use
(https://www.abc-7.com/story/41409745/7-
people-have-died-in-san-diego-from-a-
flesh-eating-bacteria-associated-with-
black-tar-heroin-use)

4 hrs 54 mins ago
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